December 4, 1964

GREAT LAYFS FISEERY COMMISSION
LPFROVES EXTENSYON OF SEA LAMPREY CONIROLS

he Crcat Lakas Fmbm'y Ccmnisaion, made up of three members each
fvor: Canada and the Uni.*ed -States, ha approved a program to complete
a lamn*"y control treatment of streams feeding imto Lake tﬂchigan
2! for preparations to extend it 't_:p Lake Buron tributaries.

The Commission ender%" ’Ea;”z‘:':-rdédé:{rg interim meeting fn Washington

E‘-‘e-:'c?zu}v';:' 3. Domald L. Mu(e:men, “ha:l.rman of the Ccmzﬂ.ssion emd Director - R

of t}a Bureau of Comercial Fisnerics, Department of the Inteti.o:, said
l;gsajfgreys in Lake Superioxv:_;‘y;}ze been: reduced by about 80 pe:gcent as a
rumt of stream s:reatmen’t:: ’tv.i.t .,iective chemicals, Ue recommended
that vesearch agancies si: sdy the desiraiaility of allcming a U.mited
comnareial lake trout fisher:y‘ in Late _Super_ior in thg .;aax jfutura.

| ;;b.l’:é.t{g:oui:, prizad bybc?:h a{mrt gnd commercial ﬁshermn were
elinfuated by sea lampreye in Lake Huron in the 1940%s and In Lake
&;?hi.g#u i.n the 50'a. Ths:;.zm"s,m Lake Seperdior had *’ailam to
dﬂitge-:mly low loevels %ﬂxﬁﬁ-‘azrm_:maumnc to degii:;sty ytmng lampreys
began in 1958.
| Sclentists reported a further decrease im lamprey attacks om lake
trour fu Lake Superjor this fall, and alsa describad a widegpread
vesumption of spavaing vhich had been negligible simce 1959 because

of the soawxcity of mature txout,



Mr. HMeKerrman safd that although probli:msg ip the upper lakes are
conaidesrable, the Comnlssion must dirvect more attention fb £ishexy
prchlems in Lakes Brie and Ontario. And he emphasized that scientists
chould continue fo seell loss expensive ard more effactive chemicals
which i1l the yocung lampreys, then dicsipete rzpldly in the water
without hamm to other organisms or contyibuting to water pollution. b

It wag also arnounced that Canade ard the United States have /:;:eed
to appoint an additional member to the Commission to better represent
interests in the lower lakes,

The Great Lakes Fishery Commissicn wae established by Canada and
the United States in 1955 and is respensible for the joint program to

control sez laprey and for recommending other measuves to improve

commerclal and sports flshing in the Great Lakes,
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